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and when they were sick, would have nobody but this learned man for their physician.                    **
I once received an advertisement of one who had studied thirty years by candle-light for the good of his countrymen. He might have studied twice as long by daylight, and never have been taken notice of: but lucubrations cannot be overvalued. There are some who have gained themselves great reputation for physic by their birth, as the seventh son of a seventh son; and others by not being born at all, as the Unborn Doctor,1 who, I hear, is lately gone the way of his patients, having died worth five hundred pounds per annum, though he was not born to a halfpenny.
My ingenious friend Dr. Saffold2 succeeded my old contemporary Dr. Lilly3 in the studies both of physic and astrology, to which he added that of poetry, as was to be seen both upon the sign where he lived, and in the bills which he distributed. He was succeeded by Dr. Case,4 who erased the verses of his predecessor out of the sign-post, and substituted in their stead two of his own, which were as follows :
Within this f lace Lives Doctor CASE.
He is said to have got more by this distich than Mr. Dryden did by all his works. There would be no end
1 Kirleus (see No. 14).
- Saffold (see No. ^o3 note) is said to have been originally a weaver. Afterwards he told fortunes, and practised as a quack doctor. A satirical " Elegy on the Death of Thomas Saffold, who departed this lire, May 12, 1691," was published after his death.
3  William Lilly, astrologer, died in 1681, aged seventy-nine.    He published thirty-six almanacs, and a large number of pamphlets about his predictions.    In 1715 appeared the " History of Lilly's Life and Times," written by himself.
4  See No. 20.
226